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BACKGROUND: BROWNSBORO ALLIANCE AND THE 
BROWNSBORO TRAILS  
 
In 1999, a small group of Brownsboro neighbors began meeting to discuss proposed 
and potential land development, land use changes, water, sewer and traffic issues, 
increased taxation, and other matters pertaining to Brownsboro growth.   
Fifteen years later, this group is known as 
Brownsboro Alliance (BA) with a formal 
mission to serve, to renew and reconnect 
the economy, environment and people of 
Brownsboro into a sustainable, innovative, 
rural community.  
 
One of BA’s objectives was the 
establishment of the Brownsboro Alliance 
Trail Association (BATA).  It had long been 
a dream of many BA Board Members to 
establish a trail system throughout 
Brownsboro. This trail project began in 
earnest two years ago.  In 2014, BA, along 
with Land Founders Edward and Cornelia 
Bonnie, Henry and Missy Camp, William 
and Katherine Camp, Foxhollow Farm and 
sponsor Fifth Third Bank, opened Phase I 
of the Brownsboro Alliance Trails under the 
auspices of BATA.  A 7-mile loop opened 
to members for hiking and horseback 
riding. A trailhead with a coded gate entry was constructed for both cars and horse 
trailers.  A membership developed to utilize the beauty of this connection of the natural 
trail beds along Brownsboro’s farmland; thus, realizing BA’s mission of connecting 
county to county, farm to farm, family to family.  
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2015 TRAIL EXPANSION – PHASE II 
 
Trail expansion via a partnership with the University of Louisville has doubled the 
length of the Trail. BATA was given permission to expand the trail onto the property 
owned by the University of Louisville. This sizable extension opens many routes in 
which the trail can further expand as the trail now borders landowners that have been 
waiting for us to connect to and through their property.  
 
As Phase II presents more mileage of beautiful outdoor trail, there are some very 
special demands which will require funds to continue to grow.  New trail expansion 
needs machinery, volunteers, signs, and expenses to branch into the many directions 
where agreeable landowners are waiting for us to connect to their properties. 
 
 
ON THE TRAILS - HIKING AND HORSEBACK RIDING 
 
In January, a winter tree walk conducted by Chris 
O’Bryan, Certified Arborist with Limb Walkers, kicked 
off the New Year.  Chris helped members and guests 
identify trees on the trail by bark and limb structure. 
 
Experiencing spring on the trail was led by Tavia 
Cathcart Brown, Executive Director of the Creasey 
McMahan Preservation Center.  Tavia identified many 
Kentucky native plants growing naturally on the trail. 
 
The BATA Trail’s beautiful landscape was captured by 
photographers Rita and Don Turner. They graciously 
allowed BA the use of their beautiful trail photographs 
for notecards.  Look  on BA’s website for the cards 
available for a small donation.  Fall landscapes will be 
available soon.  See BA’s store at 
http://brownsboroalliance.org/store/.   

 
Trail “memorials” are available for those who love walking 
and riding in the outdoors.   BATA member, Julie Willard, 
honored the life of her sister Jan Shekell by setting up the 
Jan Shekell Memorial project which is created  “…to 
establish and maintain safe, environmentally-friendly 
horseback riding and hiking trains in the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky.” Their initial project continues to be a cooperative 
effort with BATA to extend and improve the network of trails 
BATA has established and maintains. Thanks to her sister’s 
leadership, Jan’s memorial allows walkers and horseback 
riders a beautiful resting spot along the trail at a picnic table 
and hitching post by a creek bed. 
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BA Board and BATA member, Debbie Stevens, hosted a monthly guided horseback 
ride or hike.  Many new members and guests experienced the trail for the first time and 
enjoyed getting to know other BATA members.  They also shared in Debbie’s 
enthusiasm and passion for the BATA trails.                                              
 
 
BROWNSBORO YOUTH EXPERIENCE (BYE) 
 
BA and BATA successfully hosted the first annual Brownsboro Youth Experience 
(BYE). BA’s objective was to get teenagers involved in outdoor activities, emphasizing 
education, new skills, leadership and teamwork that boost their confidence and self-
esteem.  BYE is a week-long experience for area youth ages 12-17 years of age set in 
the Trail’s natural “outdoor classroom” and led by a Youth Board (17+ year olds 
comprised of an Eagle Scout, high school athletes, an Olympic Horse Rider).  
 
Outdoor educators, each one specialist’s in their respective fields, had a day with the 
campers introducing about 25 young people to hands-on, nature-based learning. BYE 
2016 dates have been set, June 13-17.  Mark your calendars and watch for more 
information to come.   
 

   
 
STAFF 
 
As BATA membership grows, responsibilities of our part-time BA staff increases.  BA’s 
Executive Director and Webmaster are responsible for our day-to-day operations 
including communication with our new BATA members and prospective members, 
liaisons with BA interests groups, membership processing, organization of activities 
and events, etc.  BA’s Webmaster maintains our website and keeps the information 
current and timely not only for BATA but also for the Brownsboro Community as a 
whole. BA’s Executive Director helps administer and keep order the work of both BA 
and BATA complimenting the direction of the BA Board of Directors.  There is no other 
administrative or staff expense allowing most all funds go to trail maintenance.   
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WHY TRAILS? 
 
In 2009, many of BA’s current Board Members responded to the call sent out by 
Oldham County Planning and Zoning to assist the agency in fulfilling KRS:100 which 
calls for a community master planning process every 5 years.  Neighbors in the 
Brownsboro area attended months of meeting and helped write the Brownsboro 
Master Plan.  This Master Plan was in turn adopted by county officials. 
 
The Brownsboro Master Plan 
recommended steps for Brownsboro to 
develop trails for the community as old 
trails and roadbeds have been used for 
generations by landowners and their 
guests.  A few years ago, BA 
determined to carry out this part of the 
Master Plan by connecting this natural 
trail system through the scenic farms 
for responsible membership who 
wished to use the trail for hiking and/or 
horseback riding.  BA asked 
landowners to consider taking 
advantage of Kentucky legislation that makes it possible for landowners to have 
minimal exposure when they allow us of their land, if they receive no benefit from those 
who use the trails. 
 
 
FUNDING FOR THE FUTURE 
 

Your help is now needed to keep the trail going.  
BATA is experiencing its first membership renewal 
this December.  However, membership dues only 
cover minor maintenance expenses. Funding for 2016 
is critical to keep adding more scenic miles to the 
Brownsboro trail system. BA would welcome you as a 
member or partner. Whether you give of your time, 
talent, or treasure, your contribution will insure the 
trail continues to grow for us, and also for those who 
come after us. Donations are tax deductible and can 
also count toward your BATA membership.  A BATA 
Funding Committee has been working diligently to 
plan fundraising events for 2016, the first of which is 
the BATA Trail Ride, January 1, 2016 and BATA Trail 
Hike, January 2, 2016.  Please go to 
http://brownsboroalliance.org/inside-
brownsboro/community-bulletin-board/ to save your 
spot with your $20 donation. 
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We have ambitious goals for 2016 as we continue to receive land access and 
easements from property owners that significantly expand the reach of the Trail.  A key 
2016 objective is to expand the reach and impact of our community and educational 
events as we build on our success and connect more people from all walks of life to 
the sustainable and unique hiking and horseback riding trails that are less than 20 
miles from downtown Louisville.  Additionally, we are adding trail markers and other 
low-impact infrastructure that significantly enhance the usability, look, and feel of the 
trail while preserving its rustic nature.  
 
Please consider donating, renewing your membership and/or becoming a member and 
enjoying this unique and remarkable trail, only a few miles outside of Louisville.  Keep 
informed about trail happenings by accessing the BA website often and like us on 
Facebook for photos and other updates 
 
Remember that a healthy world begins in our own backyard!  We’ll see you on the trail! 

 
 

Brownsboro Alliance Board of Directors 
 

 
 
 
 


